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SGLARY OF ACCOIENDATION FOR AWARD
OF TIE IX30AL OF HOHOR

Name: Philip J. Conran
Status: Major, United States Air Faorce.

Organization: 2lst Spocial Oporations Squodron, Hakhon Phanom Royal Thai Adr
Force Baso, Thailand.

Conditions under which act performod:

Locationt Classified in Southeast Asia,
Data: 1045, & October 19569-1830, 6 October 1969.

Terrain: Flat dirt airatrip surrounded with low brushy wagetation, rice paddies
and a few large trees.

Weather: Clear.

Enemy Condition: Moralo high, had set a trap around the helicopter landing area
that had been frequently used by friendly h.licapt‘ra in the
past few weeks.

Defendsrs Condition: Tho landing site belonged to friendly forces in the area
through 5 October 1969. Intelligunco briored that the
site was still under friendly control. However, no friendly
troops othor than those on the helicopters were seen on
é October 1969.

Narrative Dooeription of Gallant Conduct:

At 1045, 6 October 1969, a Flight of five helicopters departed a friendly forces
camp carrying friondly troops to an advance buildup arcz. HMajor Conren was uir-
craft commander of the nuuber two holicopter in the formation. After being ad-
vised that the urea was c¢lear, the helicopters started their approach in trall
formation. The lead helicopter was shot down while malting the approach and the
crew rnombers wore forced to abandon it and taks up defensive poaitions on the
around. Hajor Conran inmediatcly climbed out of mwall arms range and asswmad
cormand of the remainder of the flight, leading it Yest und directing the A-la
Skyraider escort ailreraft to sanitize the area. Major Jonran computed his ro-
maining fuel and fipwred his loiter timo. %hon he reiched mindiraum fuel he had
two choices; retwrn to u safe area and refuol, leaving his comrades, or attemt
to rescue the crew mewbora and reinfurco ine friondly troops on the ground.
Hajor Conran concluded that the twenty six friendly trogps on the ground would
not be sufficient %o provide adoguato protecstion for tho desmcd crew membors.
With concorn for his conrados ovorriding tho danger ho would be facing by landing,
and despite the fact that his holioopter was unarmod, Major Conran elected to add
his troops to thoss already on the ground and atiempt to rescis tho crow mealcrs
of the dowmed heliacoptar. Conforring with the A-lz, lajor Conran selscted tic
most probable safo approach route. As ho approached the landing zons, his pri-
mary servos were shot out by hostile automatic weapons fire. Realizirg that
thore was a glzoadble anemy force and thit his comrades would probably be ovoriun
unless he was able to deliver tho sorely needed fricndly troops, Major Conran



' glected to continue the approach rather than breale off and return to a safo
apea. ‘This decision proved corroct as it later becéms apparent that the downed
erew members from.the lead helicopter could not have survived without the ad-
ditional support. He landed the helicopter and unloaded the friendly trocps.

As tho downod crew members wers climbing aboard, encmy small arms {ire destroyed
his main rotor transmission, malcing take~off impossible; tracers ripped through
the cockpit, and all persomnol woro forcod to abandon the helicopter and take
cover in a water filled bamb crater. After evaocuating the heliocopter, Hajor
Conran quickly evaluated the defensive doployment and took immediate action to
pscure tho arsa and provide maximunm protection for both the friendly forces znd
his fellow crow menbers. He ropeatedly cxposed himself to heavy barrages of
enomy automatic weapons fire to cxtract essential equipmont from the downod
helicoptors. Iijor Conran returned to his helicopter for extra ammmition,
food, water jugs, and parachutes to use as cover. lhen he retwned to the de-
fonsive position, he distributed the supplies mmong his crsw membors. With the
.id of the leador of the friondly troops and other crew membora, Major Comrin
moved about forming the troeps into a defensive porimeter. A% times he wouwld
have to physically move them from one point to wnother rnd direci their {ield
of fira. He repeatedly exposcd hinself durdng this action and his complelo
disregard for his own safoty wcs an inspiretion to both the friemdly forces and
his fellow crew mambers. Learning that tho M-50 lizchine Guns wors still in the
lead helicopter, kajor Conran took tho loader of the [ricndly troops and went
after thom, Moving the fifty Jeot required to reach tie helicopter, he apgain
exposed himself to cnemy firo to sccure the sorely needed machifia guns and am=
munition from the dowmed helicopter. While Hajor Comran was extracting the
machine guns frow the holicoptor, onemy automatic weapons fire ripped through
the cabin, but ho continued evacuzting essential oquipment, knowing that he
might not be able to dofond the ground position wiithout these weapons, Throush~
out the afternocon Hajor Conrcn directed air strikes at known and suspected cneuy
positiona with deadly accuracy. Hostile fire intensified as the afternoon woro
on and air strikes were unible to provont tho enomy from closing the ring avout
tho dovmed personnel. At one point during the battle a HI-3E Jolly Green Giant
Helicopter attmipted to pickup the crew members of thc dowmed helicoptors but
was driven off by an intense barrage of eneny automatic weapens fire. Soon a
enory rockot hit ono of the downed helicopters and mortar rowids bogan falling
into the frieudly posatiors. Again iajor Conran axposed himself, located tho
position of the enamy mortar crow and called in an air strike to silence the
rockots and mortard. At approxinmately 1630 while in an exposad position trying
to strengthen their position, Hajor Conrun received a severe leg wound, in spite
of this he continued to encourags the others and did not mention his-wound until
he had lost all feeling in his lez and felt that in case the rescus helicopter
landed too far from thoir position whon they were rescued, ho might not ba ablo
to male it on his own and would need assistance. He rofu:sod to let anyone ex-
pose themselves to the now intense cnomy ground fire to examine his wound. In
spite of hia injury, Major Conrcn would neither give up hope nor allov others
to panic. He continued to be a sourco of enorgy and courage to the crew membors
and friendly troops alike. Just before nightfall the area was campletely sani-
tized once again and two 1M-53 Jolly Orocn Glants were able to compleote a suc-
cessfl rescus of all personnel. ajor Comran's decision to coms to ths aid of
his downed comrades, his heroic actions ebove and beyond the call of duty vhile

.
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Girpiayed by Mijor Conran rerlect the nipl.ecsi eredit upon himself and the Unitod
States JMr Force. .
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The facis as conizirmed in the proncsed citction and this narrative accounts have
beer. substantiated by the statcments el erye witnesses.



