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ISTORY OF F1.IGHT

Major PuChane, HH-43B Fligh: Commsnder, zttended 8 mass [P briefing, presented by
Mejor Herrmann, Assistant Squadron Operstuious Offizexr, az 1145C houys on 25
Ooteber 1966, This briefing consisted of westher <.ndivisng and number and type
alxeraft cperating in different treinlng sreas, 4 general £light briefing was
condusted by Captaln Coody, HU-43B Instrvator Pllon, an 1200 bours, 25 Outober
1986, Thig briefing ~unsteted of weather ‘n rhe prapesed flying avea and flying
acrivities for the afrernsen  flight., Majsr pulhbene and Captain Radder attended
this briefing., Major DuChene then briefed his students on the maneuvers to be
sovered during the flight. The minsion profile wag scheduled to be lesson 0-13,
¥iual Operational Check, whizh included remote area operations, autorotations,
sgnd & check fire, Tekaoff and landing dets was correcnly cemputed for the swueduled
mission, time enrcute 2445 houwra., A preflight of the eircrefs wag conducted by
Major DuChere snd the students, Lt Ayoub and Zaptain Radder, using tha approved
chack’lae, No discrepaucies were ncted,

Takeoff from Sheppard AFB was initiated at 1300C with Lt Ayoub, student pillot,
flying the first check. Captain Radder was in the cabin at this time. Lt Ayoudb
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eompleted bis remote area check in the Red River Training Area and departed

for Grandfield Auxiliary Field, Oklshoma to complete hig autarotation phrse of
the cheek, Prigr to the #utorotations, Csptain Radder depsrted the alrerefs,
Upon complation of severs) sutexstatlions, Lt Ayoub landed, departed the #lanrwft,
end Captéin Redder sssumed the pilet’s position. Takeoff from Grandfielid was
infitiazsd st 1355C. Captain fadder compiered his rewcts area check in the Red
River Training Ares, returned to Grandfleld and complersd the required agto-
rotas Longl mznsuvers., Majer DuChene hed svheduled the £light for 2445 dwretfon
but sscavse of & delay fn the flrefighting exsrolass, the schedule had to be
changed and Major DuChene lsnded at Grandfield Auxtlisry after 1455 to refual,

Refueling wos smcoouwplished snd a praflight was conducted by Mejor BuCheuve snd
Captain Redinr. A noymel avate snd ranqug were performed and o taksoff iniristes
by Msjor DuChene at appraximszeily 1305 hours. The 1P hover taxied from the
ralueling area to FSK pad #1 where two sigdent tirafightara boarded the heli-
copter. The two flrefighters. S§Spt Willism L. Crawford, 3637 Student Squadron,
and ALC Robert A, Blals, 3750 Ctvil Engineering Group, were atudenta attending
course 571500, HH-433 Flreftghting Training.

They av:ived at Grandfield Auxilinry Pield ar spproxivataely 0800, 25 Oztober
1964, Tray were asheduled eling and beiat work during the marning but did 1irsie
wotk Z.s we @ shortage of wirerafi, Both ficemsn astended a brisfing at 1300
kovrs, 25 Octobar 1966 condusted by MSg™ Edward J. Foy, NCOIC of course 571500,
This briefing consisted of the »famrncon fivefighiing aczivities for esch team
of firefightere. Sgt Crswford snd Airman Blely wers waaring bunker pante and
coat and boots when they boarded the atwsyefe, Buzh firefighters fastened them
salves in thelr seats and Airman Blaia notifiad the IP, by hand atgnala, that
they were ready for takeoff, a: thig point gt Crawford drew Afrman Blels'
atzentlon to 4a 011 leak coming trom the 2sliing appraximately half way betrween
the front and rear of the csbin, Botk ftiemen sgraed the Teak was not excessive
snd did not bring this to the ar=wnt,.n “f g°:har plimt,

Caprain Radder executed & norma! takesff snd keak-up =f tbe FSE. A hover pawer
check wes performed, requiring approximitetly 0 PST, and » tskenff {niciated,
Forward movemeut began, snd ax approwimately TP to 20 feer of altitude and 1S
ke 20 knots ground speed, a lowd notfae or expioniin wag heard, fmmedistely
followed by & complexe power lzaa. Majne DuChane Lmmedisrely sook contrel of
the aircraft. The belisaprer wnteled on rop 2€ the FSK and relled over on tha
vight saide. All crew members depereed the alr.rafr immedistely,




