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Mission Narrative — 20 Cct 66
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Jolly Green 02 (Low Bird) and Jolly Green 36 (High Bird) were scrambled
from Nakhon Phanom at 0030Z, Take-off was accomplicshed at Q0242 and both
helicopters proceeded to coordinates 169/58 N, 1059,/53 &, where two F-AC
pilots (Avenger 3) had ejected. Znroute to the scere, a revised position
of 99°/79 N.M. from TACan Channel 89 was received, vhich later proved to
be more accurate than the original coordinates. The Jolly Greens were es-
corted to the area by Sandy 07 and 08, Sandys 2 anc 3 were on the scene
when we arrived at 0120Z, and through use of UHF/DF and visual sightings
on the Sandy aircraft, we determined the general location of the downed
pilots., Voice contact on gusrc. channel was rade anc Joll;r Green 02 estab-
lished a hover over the rcar seat pilov., His parat;ﬂ1- e entangled in
the top of a 200 foot tre:, wsh.ch th' rotor wa:ﬂ catie Jar ~rously close Lc
untangling from the limbs. The survivor hed diififlITy T ulE“fiub Irom
his—pEraenuts Harness to tl: jungle penetrator, anc this i..creased the time
required for the pick-up. Intense ground fire frow nearby automatic weapons
was heard and could be felt hitting the helicopter irom the left side before
the pilot could position himself on the' penetrator. Crdinance was requested
from Sandy 5, but since the exact location of the second downed pilot was
unknown, he deemed it inadvisable to expend ordinance, The tail of the
helicopter was turned into the on-coming ground fire and the pick-up contin-
ued. The survivor was wounded in two places while te2inz raised on the hoist,
The piCR=Up was completed after 8 minutes oI TOVerirz. Lmiediately arter
take-off with the survivor on board, the transmissicn oil pressure dropped
to zero and the warning light illuminated., Flight was continued for approx-
imately six miles, ¥

—— et .
Jolly Green 36 had established an orbit on the 100°/74 N.M. radial of .
Chennel 89 while Jolly Green 02 dropped below the cloud deck to effsct the V) Al

recovery, Visual monitoring of Jolly Green 02 was impossible because of Q gl
the clouds and he was last observed on a heading of 1400, As Jolly Green O2fj i{ ]
disappeared from view, Sandy 05 reported ground fire in the vicinity of the
survivors, Shortly afterwards, Jolly Green 02 also reported ground fire
during his pick-up effort on the £265% seat man. Approximately three min- ,r
utes later, 02 reported that he had zero transmissicn cil pressure, that hei:j%\,
was going to land, and requested that Jolly Green 3¢ come down and try to O
pick them up. 36 immediately began a circling descent, visually located OZF:
upon breaking out below the cloud cover, and maneuvered into a trail posit -;
approximately one-half mile behind, and above 02, (2 was observed at appr¢§-§
imately 500 feet altitude, descending, and heading for a clearing. Jolly & =
Green 36 observed a village located on the edge of (2's intended landing a

and so advised him., 02 acknowledged and continued to fly at approximate

V 100 feet above the trees to another clearing about one half mile further away
'where he executed his landing and shut down. Jolly Green 36 dropped his tips,
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began dumping fuel during the approach, and landirg which was about 25 yards
from 02, Dense elephant grass separated the two aircraft, Ground fire was
again encountered by 02 as the crew-members evacuated their aircraft. Two
crew-members received superficial wounds from bullet fragments, (The Flight
Mechanic and Paramedic). When the four helicopter crewmen and the survivor
had boarded, a maximum performance take-off was gade, climbing to 2000 feet
above the terrain, During the climb out, J:%% directed Sandys 07
and 08 to destroy Jolly Green 02, Sandys 07 and 03 rolled in on the downed
helicopter and when it was last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it.
Upon request, Sandy O5 and 07 victored 36 into the area of the back seat

pilot and around several populated areas., A Nail aircraft orbiting the
downed pilot spcited hi location for 36 by pointiag with his left wing.

This marking saved viluable time in lccating Lhe sarviver because of tae

large number of whit  parachuts throuwghout tle epllye wrea, Volce comaunica-
tion with the surviver .us esuveblishec tu: c...y (s ol hes transmissions were
readable. As 36 came tu a hover over the trses, Aw .ard saw several armed
men start from the jungle into a clearing avout 75 yards away. He leveled
his M-16 and fired from the hip at the men. All men disappearsd immediately,
but ground fire continued throughout the pickup., "he firing of the N-16-in
AUTOmALIC made without prior warning from AIC liard led 36 to believe he was EJ
under fire from bensath the aircraft and 36 departed the scene. This mistake
was discovered and 36 returned to the area where the pickup was &
approximately at 0300Z, Sandy 05 advised a departure heading and all aircraft
began a return to Channel 39.

During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy 08 was unaccounted for.
Sandy 05 was encountering engine difficulties at the same time. ‘ireckage of
Sandy 08 was discovered in the recovery area by uninown aircraft. Additional
SAR effort was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 1bs)
and recovery was made at Channel 89 at 0405Z, Weather generally was gocd
throughout the missicn., Cloud conditions in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL
broken and visibility 10 miles.

Radio discipline was good except by the fighter aircraft flying h%ﬁ&}ﬁs’$
cover, Unnecessary radio chatter on UHF on the scene was excessive..niv7), Ja.
Numerous white parachutes in trees in the arez of t qﬂaﬁnedﬁpziéts i
caused difficulty in pin-pointing the downed pilot's cmb%%%agb‘”'t i

to differentiate between a personnel chute and a flaregg aqﬁ%ﬁadé t .y Since

the size cannot be determined when the chutes are hangigg limbs of a tree.

TIMG: 001282 toveE: 0,22

DC./NZD PIICT: 1st Lt. Joseph E. Merrick DOVNED PIICT: Major Lacey Breckenridge
RECOVERY AREA: 099°/79 N.M. RECOVERY AREA: 099°/79 N.M,

RADIC PROCEDURZS: Excellent. RADIJ PROCEDURES: Excellent

CREW COCRDINATICN: Excellent CRIW CCORDINATICN: Excellent

JOLLY GREEN - 02 - JOLL? GREEN_36

RCC - Major Adrian D. Youngblood RCC - Captain ILeland T. Kennedy
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- 3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

Det 2-3-117-20 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(c) (GP-4) Jolly Green 02 (Low Bird) and Jolly Greea 36 (High Bird) were
scrambled at 0030Z. Take-off was accomplished at 0034Z and both helicopters
proceeded to a point SW of Dong Hoi, where two F-4C silots (Avenger 3) had
ejected. Enroute to the scene, a revised position was received, which later
proved to be more accurate than the original coordinites. The Jolly Greens
were escorted to the area by Sandy 07 and 08. Sandys 2 and 3 were on the

scene when we arrived at 0120Z, and through use of UHF/DF and visual sightings
on the Sandy aircraft, we determined the general location of the downed pilots.
Voice contact on guard channel was made and Jolly Gruen 02 established a hover
over the rear seat pilot. His parachute was entangled in the top of a 200 foot
tree, which the rotor wash came dangerously close to untangling from the limbs.
The survivor had difficulty transferring from his parachute harress to the
Jungle penetrator, and this increased the time required for the pick up. Intense
ground fire from nearby automatic weapons was heard and could be felt hitting the
helicopter from the left side before the pilot could position himself on the pene-
trator. Ordmance was requested from Sandy 5, but since the exact location of the
second downed pilot was unknown, he deemed it inadvicable to expend ordmance.
The tail of the helicopter was turned into the on-coning ground fire and the
pick-up continued. The survivor was wounded in two places while being raised on
the hoist. The pick-up was completed after 8 minutes of hovering. Immediately
after take—off with the survivor on board, the transriission oil pressure dropped
to zero and the waming light illumimted. Flight was continued for approxi-
mtely six miles. Jolly Green 36 had established an orbit while Jolly Green

02 dropped below the cloud deck to effect the recovery. Visual monitoring of
Jolly Green 02 was impossible because of the clouds :nd he was last observed

on a heading of 140°. As Jolly Green 02 disappeared from view, Sandy 05
reported grourd fire in the vicinity of the survivors. Shortly afterwards,
Jolly Green 02 also reported ground fire during his pick-up effort on the rear
seat pilot. Approximately three minutes later, 02 reported that he had zero
transmission oil pressure, that he was going to land, and requested that Jolly
Green 36 come down and try to pick them up. 36 immeciately began a circling
descent, visually located 02 approximtely one-half mile ahead and below .

02 was cbserved at approximately 500 feet altitude, cescending, and heading

for a clearing. Jolly Green 36 observed a village lccated on the edge of 02's
intended land ing area and so advised him. 02 acknow] edged and continued to fly
at approximately 100 feet atove the trees to another clearing apput one half
mile further away where he executed his landing am chut davn, Jolly Green 36
dropped his tips, began dumping fuel during the apprcach, and landing which

was about 25 yards from 02. Dense elephant grass serarated the two aircraft.
Ground fire was again encountered by 02 as the crew-nmembers evacuated their
aircraft. Two crew-members received superficial wourds from bullet fragmerts,
(The Flight Mechanic and Paramedic). When the four halicopter crewmen and the
surviwr had boarded, a maximum per formance take-off was made, climbing to

2000 feet above the terrain.
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3d ARRGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

During the climb out, Jolly Green 36 directed Sandys 07 and 08 to destroy Jolly
Green 02. Sandys 07 and 08 rolled in on the downed helicopter and when it was
last seen, dense white smoke was rising from it. Upon request, Sandy 05 and 07
vectored 36 into the area of the back seat pilot and around several populated
areas. A Nail aircraft orhiting the downed pilot spotted his location for 36

by pointing with his left wing. This marking saved valuable time in locating the
survivor because of the large number of white parachutes throughout the ertire
area. Voice communication with the survivor was established but only 50% of his
transmissions were readable. As 36 came to a hover over the trees, Al1C Ward saw
several armed men start from the jungle-into a clearing about 75 yards away. He

leveled his M-16 and fired from the hip at the men. Al men disappeared immediately,

but grourd fire Continued throughout the pickup. The firing of the M-16 in
automatic made without prior warning from A1C Ward led 36 to believe he was under
fire from beneath the aircraft and 36 departed the scere. This mistake was dis-
covered and 36 returned to the area where the pickup was made at approximately
0300Z. Sandy 05 advised a departure heading and all aircraft began a return to
base: During the return flight and join-ups, Sandy 08 was unaccounted for. Sandy
05 was encountering engine difficulties at the same time. Wreckage of Sandy 08
was discovered in the recovery area by unknown aircraft. Additional SAR effort
was impossible by Jolly Green 36 because of fuel state (750 lbs); recovery was'
made at OLO5Z. Weather generally was good throughout the mission. Cloud con-"
ditions in the pick-up area were 3500 AGL broken and visibility 10 miles. Radio
discipline was good except by the fighter aircraft flying high cover. Unnecessary
radio chatter on UHF on the scene was excessive. Numerous white parachutes in
trees in the area of the downed pilots caused dif ficulty in pin-pointing the
downed pilot's location. It is impossihle to differentiate between a persomnel
chute and a flare chute from the air. Since the &ize camot be determined when

the chutes are hanging from the limbs of a tree,

Det 2-3-121-26 Oct (RCC Narrative)

(C) (GP-4) While standing strip alert on 26 Oct 1966 word was received from
Compress at 1130L that a mission was to be performed that afternoon by the
Jolly Greens and that the briefing would be given by representatives who

were enroute. Beginning at 1220L, the briefing was given which incluled the
following background information: A 9 man team was discovered by enemy forces
on the marning of 25 Oct 1966. At least one of the tesm was killed. The team
apparently split up amd were taking E and E action carrying a radio with a very
weak battery. The last transmission received was about noon on 25 Oct. The
briefer assumed that the team was out of food and in grave danger of being
killed ard/or captured. The weather in the search are: was, at briefing time,
very poor but forecasted to improve in the afternoon. Mission planning called
for first alrcraft (42 Zulu) to depart first to check weather and initiate the
search with Sandy's O4 and 05 to escort him and if visval gl ghting was made
Sandy OL to be low lead. Their departure time to be at 1315L. Jolly Green's
36 and 52 were to depart about 30 minutes later escorted by Sandy's 06 and O7.
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< 3d ARBGp Hist, Oct-Dec 66

4, (U) In the late afternoon of 18 October 1966, Crown Bravo (HU116, SN 517145)
on orbit mission (Det 1-3-78-18 Oct) over the Culf of Tonkin failed to return to
home base at Danang. Control agency became aware of possible samrgency because or "
lack of operations normal reports from Crown Bravo at 1700L and 1730L. Organized -
search began that evening and contimued until 1820L on 25 October 66 with no sight.— .
ings or findings reported. ~Aircraft was assigned to’ 37 ARRSq and had a total of ks
geven crewmen aboard. Loss of the HU-16 a.nphibian was 'epurtod as niuixg due to
hostile action. e J 2 v

j. (U) on 20 October Joﬁy Grecn 02 (su 65—12778) m an Lcn niuion (n-t 2-
3-117-20 Oft) was disabled by stepected emmy ground fire, Oil pressure was lost -
and the HH-3E helicopter was forced to land in & hostile” I.ru. . The crew ad a
recertly recovened sufvivor were quickly taken atoard t» cther HR-3E (high bird)
and they derparted the area. ‘RESC(RT (A-1Es) deatmyod .he diaab.'lrd Jolly Green %
to ,prevent it from falling into tmfriendly handa._ N ? . '-A:f'w

k. (U) On 28 October Pedro 42 (HH-I;JF, Sﬂ 62-&511) pn an Arlv !od Evac Iilaion

(Det 9-38-31-28 Oct) near Fleiku was shot down and burn:d. Three evacuées and the
Flicht Mec}- anic in the rear of the helicopter were killsd. Ammy troops and the
Fararescueman (PJ) on the ground helped get the Pilot and Copilot out of the
sirning wreckage under enemy fire. The FJ, Pilot and Copidiot* were flcown out the
next mcrning by another Fedro helicopter. The Corilot subsequently died from
infuries received in the shooting down and crash of 'the helicopter.

1. (U) In the afternocn of 29 Cct Pedro: 56 (SN-62-4525) flying in support
of the mission (Det 9-32-31-28 Cct) in which Pedro 42 was lost, received a
woller of grourdfire anl rad to make a ferced landirg at Amy LZ 3-Hotel, near

Pl xu. Crew sustained cnly minor imjuries ard was returned to Pleiku that
af+arnoocn. FH-L3 (Pedr: 55) was repaired locally and is back in operation.

m. (U) Cn 15 November, Detachment 11, 38 ARRSq located at Tuy Hoa AB, SVN
became operatioral. Tuy Hca is situated approximately 0 miles north of Nha
Trang on the Vietnam coast. Cne HEH=-43B is presertly assigrsd; however, a
second Hi-43 will be nlaced there when resources permit.

n. (C)(GP=L) Jolly Cr=en 52 (SN 6é4-14229) lost transmission oil pressure (15 Nov)
shcrtly after launch on an ACR mission and made a forced landing. Parts were
disvatecned ind mairtersnce perfcrmed in the field. On return, severe trans-
mission problems develoned after short fiignh*t amd Jolly Green 52 was forced
to land. Due tc uncertain recertion by lccal populace, cres was evacuated ‘and
friendly forces surrliea w protect a‘reraft until repairs could be made,

Aircraft subsecuerr.lv reraired at landirp sive and flown to secure blso.
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Eight.,Rescuéd'iOn;TWO"Days Br;é‘*:‘i"’"‘

il Gl S

Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate

DA NANG~The men involved
in rescues at Da Nang had two
hectic days recently In which
they saved cight aircrew mem-
bers, including four of their
own,

On Oct. 20, wil the guns of
North Yielnam's Tigre Island
couldn't stop ome of the mosi
dramatlc rescue efforis ln the
Gulf of Tonkin.

« 8ix Air Force personnel were
pulled from lL:e enemy's Rrasp
2 slicighiviu mvout
(vur miles away. The quick re-

sponse of laclical airpower and
the courage of Air Force crews
made lhe daring escape pos-
sibje,

*Two days earlicr, the rescue
team saved lwo RF4B Marine
crewmembers alter they had
patachuted inte lhe stormy,
windlashed Guilf of Tonkin. -The
Marine pilots climbed aboard a
Jolly Green rescue helicopler of
the 3Mth Acrospace Rescue and
Recovery Sauadron exartly 23

minutes after they had been . Skyralder

forced to bail out.

ofuell,
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-Special  Operations
.were scrambled to direct about

The Ock. M rescue began
carly In the morning when an
F4 Phantom ([rom (he 286(A
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by ememy fire over the
southern panhandle of North
Vietnam.- The (wo crrwmem-
bera headed for the coastline
and ejecied near Tigre Isiand.

Jolly Green Giant helicopters
from the rescue squadron im-

mediately were vectored to the
area fa maka ,!.‘: ;.:-LL up. Al
pilots from a e-
fement of the 6ih

Squadron
p dozen lactical fighters called

_6: provide fire supporl for the

rescue,
* As the fighters headed for the
rescuc  5ite, Communist gun-
ners on Tigre Ialand opened
fire. The first hit blew a chop-
per's lall off after it had landed
to make the pickup.

“Qur rescue allempl was over
al that time and we became a

Maj. Charles Wicker. the rescue
crew commander. '"Fach lime

_we went inlo a hover, the peopie

on the izland starled zeroing In
on us. I've never made [aster
pickups In my life, hecause the
enrmy was just walking them
up to the chopper.™”

It tonk only three Lo [our min-
utes in pick wp all six men —
four on Major Wicker's alreraft
and twa ne ke choppee  Comn-
manded by Capt. Jerry M.
Griges, Kanrapolis, N.C.

Two days carlier, the lwo Ma-
rine pilots were rescued by a
Jolly Green scrambled {ro
Quang Tri Marine Corps bas
13 miles from the ctash scend?

Making the plckup- were Cap-
tains Richard D, Grdlfiths, Pem-
broke, Mass., and George
Stokes, IHouston, AIC Roberl
Cassldy, Mercer, Pa, and Ser.
geant Anderson whoe was to play
another life-saving role two
days Iater.

part of the surviving party,” " )

recalied Jolly Greea pllois Cap-
talng Gerald M. Moore and
Laurense C. Davis Jr. Once In
thelr rofis they rowed agalnsi

ythe mounting seas away [roam
"the ememy lire,

v Pelping the F.4 pilot — who
"had sulfered serious back in-

juries — were pararescueman
Sgt. Steve T. White of Las Al
ton, Calif, and the copler's
flight engircer. Sgt. Nobert T.
Anderson of §t. Louis.

After facing 10-fool swells and

conunuea enemy [re Tor almost
an hour, two Jolly Greens at-
dempled 8 multiple pickup.
Fighter pllols temporarily sup-
presied some of the ememy [ire
and B smoke screen was Iald
for the descending, 21g-20REINE
choppers. :

“The seas were prefty rough
and we couldn't land €0 we had
to use the holsl,” commented



Nk
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Lt Harris A2C Halvorson
NK Capt Murphy SSgt Godsey 88 Maj Waxman 1 Oct 66 USAF NV F-4C
Lt Lyall A1C Kellerman (Deceased)
NK Lt Webster SSgt Riley 89 Capt Lockhard 2 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-104 Under Fire
Lt Dean A2C Hackney
NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Hall 90 Lt Garland 5 Oct 66 USAF NVN F=4C Under Fire
Lt Harris A2C Williamson
MK Maj Youngblood SSgt Elv 91 Mai Tavior 14 Oet 66 TISAF NVN F=105 Tinder Fire
Lt Burford SSgt Hunt
2 Maj Youngblood A2C Meyer 92 Lt Merrick 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C TUnder Fire
Lt Burford A2GC Davis
6 Capt Kennedy  SSgt Godsey 93 Maj Youngblood 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS HH-3E Under Rire
Lt Lauvender A1C Ward 94 Lt Burford
95 A2C Meyer
96 Lt Merrick
97 A2C Davis
NK Capt Kennedy SSgt Godsey 98 Maj Brelkerridge 20 Oct 66 USAF LAOS F-4C Under Fire
Lt Lauvender A1C Ward
NK Maj Wood A2C Cotter 99 8 man ground 26 Oct 66 LAOS LAOS
Lt Feigert A1C Kellerman 100 party (class)
101
102
103
104
105

106
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1966 (cont)

23 Jul 66
{cont)

5 Oct 66

20 Oct 66

14 Dec-
15 Dec 66

when he flew from Lima, Peru, and snatched a pack:t on Easter
Island.

Captains Leland T. Kennedy and Oliver E, Q'Mara, both assigned
to Detachment 5, 38th ARR Squadron, piloted H-3s curing a mis-
sion to rescue a
downed F-4 crew
in Laos, With
an escort of
YSandy" aircraft,
Captaln 0'Mara
repeatedly
attempted to
reach the downed
alrmen, despite
intense ground
fire. Captain
O'Mara's H-3

was damaged,
forcing a with-
drawal, but
Captain Kennedy

persisted, and

after more un-

successful Air Force Cross Ceremony at Secottv AFB, Illinotis,
; in 1967. Officers in foreground are Magjor
attempts, his Leland Kennedy, Captain Oliver O Mara, General
crew rescued Howell M. Estes, Jr., and Coelonel Allison C.
Brooks.

the F-4 copilot.
Both Captains Kennedy and O'Mara received the Air Force Cross.

Captain Leland T. Kennedy, piloting an H-3, again cualified for
another Air Force Cross. On this mission two H-3s attempted to
rescue two F-4 pilots downed near Dong Hoi. The first aircraft,
piloted by Major A, D. Youngblood, picked up one of the pilots,
but the H-3 was damaged and he was forced to land in the vicinity
of the pickup site. Then Captain Kennedy descended and rescued
the H-3 crew and the F-4 pilot. The crippled H-3 was destroyed

by a "Sandy," and another H-3 pilot, Captain Henderson, ultimately
rescued the other F-4 pilot.

First actual in-flight transfer of fuel from an HC-130 tanker to
an HH-3 helicopter was accomplished during tests near Wright-
Patterson AFB, Chio.



Major A. D. Youngblood will never forget this one.

On 20 Oct 66 while Tdy with Det 5, 38th ARRS

Major Youngblood in Jolly Green O2 with his crew
from Det. 5 and backed up by Capt. Lee Kennedy,

was scrambled on an ¥F-4 crew that nhad successfully
bailed out. While picking up one pilot, J.G. 02
took heavy automatic weapons fire knocking out the
transmission oil system. Major Youngblood nursed
the mircraft about 6 miles to an elephant grass
¢learing and Capt. Kennedy and crew landed in front
of 02 and recovered the crew under fire. Major
Youngblood's H.M. and P.J. were both wounded while
running between the two aircraft. J.G. 02 was des-
troyed by a Sandy pilot whe was shot down on his
pecond pass. Capt. Kennedy recovered the other
F-4 pilot. The Sandy pilot was MIA.
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‘ @ é) CAPT - O3 - Air Force - Reserve

27 year old Married, Caucasian, Male
Born on Jun 22, 1939
From ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN
Length of service 6 years.

H s tour of duty began on Oct 20, 1966
Casualty was on Oct 20, 1966
LAOS
HOSTILE, FIXED WING - PILOT
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND
Body was recovered
Panel 11E - - Line 92
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